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most of our learned men supposed to be a vast
mass of molten rock, which is like a shoreless,
bottomless ocean of liquid fire. Many of them
think it is solid from the centre, with vast cavities
interspersed, some containing this igneous matter
in seething agitation, others large reservoirs of gas,
and still others, oceans of mineral mud. The vast
number of vegetable and animal remains imbed-
ded in these strata contribute to a great fund of
thought, out of which theories are formed as to
the age and make-up of our little planet. By these
theories, geology has been made to appear in con-
flict with the Mosaic record ; and, in consequence,
the instrument of impairing or destroying faith in
the science of Revealed Truth. But as there can
be no discrepancy between true facts and Revealed
Truth, which has been proved long before geology
was born, a consistent, harmonious system whose
facts and principles correlate in a form of knowl-
edge scientifically exact, the cosmogony of Moses,
interpreted by the laws of language, must contain
the truth of geology, no matter what theories may
say. Upon those who deny it, the onus probandi
heavily rests. They cannot ask that matters" of
opinion shall be taken as matters of scientific in-
duction, nor that hypotheses be substituted for
principles, from which alone sure and satisfactory
knowledge may be drawn. If their deductions be
shown to be principles explanatory of facts, in the
only rational way in which they can be explained,
then geology will assume the dignity of a science
whose facts and principles are in correlation;
but if, instead of principles drawn from facts